
Pentagon Press Secretary Geoff Morrell said Defense Secre-
tary Robert M. Gates will stay in office for at least another year. 
Secretary Gates has worked to remake the way the Defense 
Department does business and another year in office will give 
him another opportunity to shape the department’s budget.
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Team Dover takes C-5M on first direct Arctic overflight to Afghanistan
Master Sgt. Scott T. Sturkol
American Forces Press Service

Fourteen mobility Airmen teamed together to fly a C-5M Super Galaxy 
on a direct, non-stop mission from Dover Air Force Base, Del., to Ba-

gram Airfield, Afghanistan June 5 and 6.
The flight was the first time a U.S. Air Force plane flew this northern 

route from the U.S., over Canada and into the Arctic Circle, then back down 
through Russian and Kazakhstan airspace to Afghanistan.

“Everyone involved with this mission worked very hard to make it hap-
pen,” said Lt. Col. Thomas Loper, the 436th Airlift Wing’s director of staff 
who served as the pilot and aircraft commander for the mission. “We’re also 
very proud to be a part of the historic mission.”

U.S. Transportation Command and Air Mobility Command officials at 
Scott AFB, Ill., said the mission was a “proof-of-concept” flight that will 
help establish future sustainment operations in Afghanistan.

“Our mission is to provide the right effects, to the right place, at the right 
time through global reach, said Gen. Raymond E. Johns Jr., AMC com-
mander. “This historic proof-of-concept flight is the embodiment of that 
mission. It provides a valuable new option that allows us to be effective to 
those we serve.” 

AMC’s 618 Tanker Airlift Control Center planners at Scott AFB tasked 
and built the mission plans for the effort. It’s part of TACC’s continuing ef-
fort to support and control airlift and air refueling missions around the globe.

“This mission validates all the hard work TACC planners do every day,”
said Lt. Col. Matthew Ahern, a C-5 pilot with Dover AFB’s 9th Airlift 

Squadron. Colonel Ahern was also a member of the aircrew for the mission.
AMC officials said the flight was a culmination of months of diplomatic 

efforts and operational planning, and further illustrates the military’s com-
mitment to finding innovative new ways to operate with increasingly con-
strained resources. 

Maj. John Rozsnyai, a planner in USTRANSCOM operations at Scott 
AFB, said his command worked with the U.S. State Department, regional 
combatant commands, AMC, TACC and numerous other agencies to get 
this historic mission under way.

“This partnership was especially important in coordinating transit agree-
ments with Russia and Kazakhstan,” Major Rozsnyai said, “While civilian 
airlines have been using the airspace, this was the first time an AMC plane 
took this direct delivery route.”

To make the entire 15-plus hour flight to Afghanistan, the C-5M was 
refueled by a KC-135R Stratotanker from the New Hampshire Air National 
Guard’s 157th Air Refueling Wing at Pease Air National Guard Base. The 
refueling took place over northern Canada.

“It’s cool to be a part of a mission like this,” said Master Sgt. Sam Black-
well, an in-flight refueling craftsman from the 157th ARW, who refueled the 
C-5M to full capacity.

The aircrew for the mission combined active-duty and Reserve Airmen. 
Two of those reservists are assigned to the 709th Airlift Squadron. They are 
Lt. Col. Scott Erickson and Capt. Brian Marasco who both served as pilots 
on the mission. 

Colonel Erickson, who has been a part of the C-5M program since the 
beginning, said he’s glad to see the M-model’s capability demonstrated as 
well as the total force cooperation from Dover AFB.

Ice-covered areas are seen from above the Arctic Circle 
from the window of a C-5M Super Galaxy June 5 on a mis-
sion from Dover Air Force Base, Del. The C-5M’s mission 
was to complete the first Arctic overflight from Dover AFB 
to Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan. The plane successfully 
landed at Bagram AF just over 15 hours later June 6. 
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“This mission showcases the C-5 weapons system at its pinnacle,” he 
said. “It’s what the C-5 was meant to be and more.” 

USTRANSCOM planners said this flight is just the beginning of under-
standing new ways to strengthen the northern corridor.

“There will most likely be other flights that will originate from the west-
ern U.S. and won’t require the use of tankers,” Major Rozsnyai said.

“This route used by the C-5M may also be useful for swap-outs of de-
ployed tankers and crews and for redeploying troops. The benefit might 
also allow for quicker trips saving days at home for deploying Airmen as 
well as requiring less stops for aircraft.”

(Master Sgt. Veronica A. Aceveda, 512th AW Public Affairs, contributed 
to this story.)

Red Cross services changes for Armed Forces
Beginning June 13, Red Cross communication services for the 

Armed Forces and their families will be consolidated into a single 
call center environment. Military members and their families can ac-
cess these services by calling (877) 272-7337.

Spouses get help with professional licenses
A Defense Department organization is making it easier for mili-

tary spouses to maintain professional licenses as they move from state 
to state. State Liaison and Educational Opportunity, an office of mili-
tary community and family policy here, announced June 13 that 16 
states have adopted laws, or are close to doing so, to make it easier for 
military spouses to work in their career fields. Read the full story at 
http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123259747.


